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Christmas shopping..  Addis Ababa style! 

Meet the Trustees 

Revd. Chris Haywood, Chairman designate 

My association with Ethiopia goes back over 12 years.  I initially became involved fundraising for and sup-
porting water projects and development work in Southern Ethiopia.  I had the privilege of visiting the 
communities we partnered with and witnessing first-hand the impact of the work in 2008.  I remain en-
gaged in this work and my heart for Ethiopia and its peoples endures.  Whilst training for Ordained Minis-
try in the Church of England I had the opportunity to undertake a ministerial placement at St. Matthew’s 
Church, Addis Ababa, under the supervision of Rev. Roger Kay, which initiated my association with the 
Anglican Church in Ethiopia.  My placement gave me a rich expertise of an 
appreciation for the work of the Anglican church in the region, especially in 
Gambela.  Subsequently I was invited to be a trustee of FACE in 2018 and 
will formally become Chair in due course,  working with the trustees to pro-
vide direction and take a lead on Governance and strategy as well as ensur-
ing collective decision making is robust.  Our heart is to effectively support 
the Anglican Church in the region and promote the growth of the Kingdom 
of God.   I am involved with FACE because I believe in its Kingdom of God 
focused  objectives and am convinced of its effectiveness having witnessed 
the impact of the work first hand in Ethiopia in 2016.  Prior to becoming a 
Vicar in the Church of England I enjoyed a long career as an NHS Podiatrist 
and Service Manager over a period of 23 years.  In my free time my wife 
and I can be found indulging our passions for long distance walking, hill-
walking and on regular days less strenuous strolls with our dog. 

 

Welcome to the latest newsletter from FACE - and Happy 
Christmas! 
 

There have been many changes in the Anglican Church in 
Ethiopia, and it has been along time since we have been able 
to communicate with our supporters, so we hope that this 
issue will make up for that.   
 

We will highlight below some of the church changes and also 
issues facing the country, as well as key points for prayer. 
We thought that our supporters might also like to know a 
little about the trustees.  If you, or anyone you know, might 
be interested in becoming a trustee please contact us 
through our website.  We’d love more trustees. 
 
Thank you for you continued support - it is greatly needed 
and very much valued.   Read on to find out how your dona-
tions have been used to grow God’s kingdom and further His 
love in Ethiopia. 



 

Dr. Bill Poole, Treasurer 

My background is in physics and engineering and I worked in railway re-
search at the Railway Technical Centre in Derby for just over 30 years. If, in 
the early months of 2007, you had told me that I would visit Ethiopia and 
become involved in a long-term project with their Ministry of Education to 
train teachers to do experiments I would not have believed you! I had no 
thoughts or plans to go. 
 
 

I attend St. Peter’s church in Derby where the Reverend Anita Matthews, a FACE Trustee until recently, 
organised a visit to St Matthew’s church in Addis Ababa for October 2007. I was tasked to do some phys-
ics teaching for children who were invited along to St. Matthew’s. During the course of our visit I met a 
physics teacher who told me that he had no practical equipment in his school.  
 

On return to the UK I wrote to the Institute of Physics (IOP) in London on the off chance that they might 
know of some spare equipment at a school that could be sent out to Ethiopia. Imagine my surprise when 
their reply was that they were prepared to set up and fund a project to train teachers and supply some 
equipment provided that I would go out and run the course!   
 

The IOP project ran until the end of 2017 and over the years I visited schools in Mekele, Bahir Dar, Adama 
Nazreth and Hawassa and we have trained over 300 teachers. As well as working with the Ethiopian Min-
istry of Education I have visited a Costa Foundation school at Arba Minch in the south west and we 
trained some of their teachers. Visits by an Open University professor and his research student took 
place in 2015 and by a group of 4 students and their professor from the University of Nottingham in 2017 
(an enjoyable film of their visit can be seen at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_Gv9C56heM).  
Since that time I have funded more visits. 
 

Throughout this project the main emphasis has been to train teachers but on a few occasions we have 
been invited into classrooms where it has been a privilege to demonstrate to the students.  Over the 
years of visiting Ethiopia the presence of God been apparent to me and so when I was invited to become 
a Trustee of FACE in 2018 it seemed a natural thing to accept. On each visit it has been reassuring to be 
able to attend St. Matthew’s church where it was fantastic to meet Bishop Kuan in 2019 and also to talk 
with Meaza Tefira the St. Matthew’s accountant who manages both the church and Anglican Church in 
Ethiopia accounts. At the beginning of 2020 I felt it was right to take on the role of Treasurer. 
 
Revd. Sally Lynch, Secretary  
I have been the Vicar of St. Luke’s Church in Maidenhead for 
over nine years, prior to that serving a curacy in East London.  
I am an Essex girl at heart! 
I taught Religious Education for over twenty years before or-
dination.  My time in teaching, and my varied Church experi-
ence (I currently serve in a Presence and Engagement Parish 
and lead the Inter-faith Women’s Group in our borough) has 
fed my enthusiasm for the learning and growing together of 
all faiths,  and I love the rich diversity of the world wide Church. 
 

Having been fascinated for many years by pictures of the rock-cut churches of northern Ethiopia, I 
jumped at the chance to join Bishop Andrew’s pilgrimage in January 2018.  I was struck by the beauty and 
deep spirituality of the country and its people.  I was one of a small group which stayed an extra week, in 
Gambella.  We stayed at St. Frumentius College, worshipping with students, preaching and teaching a 
little and visiting outlying communities.  It was a life changing experience and I am keen to support the 
work of FACE so that Christian communities in a beautiful but challenging part of the world might thrive 
and grow.  It was humbling to learn from my time there and exciting to see continued change. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_Gv9C56heM


The current context in Ethiopia 
 

The reporting of Ethiopia’s current struggles, both natural disasters and political in 
nature, by the mainstream media will have brought the current multi-faceted cri-
ses the nation faces to the attention of many of FACE’s supporters.  When the na-
tions troubles reach such a reporting threshold it emphasises the seriousness of 
the current situation.  Certainly the multiplicity of the situation is both grave and 
serious for the unity of the country and community cohesion between the multiple 
ethnic groups which form the Ethiopian nation.  International relations are also 
tense between Ethiopia and its neighbours, which inevitably causes reverberations 
across Africa and on a global scale, given the breadth of Ethiopia’s foreign policy, 
interests and collaborations.  Consequently, instability in Ethiopia has a significant knock on effect in the 
region and in broader international affairs, as well as impacting its capacity to address domestic con-
cerns.  Combined with a series of natural disasters there are many such pressing concerns for Ethiopians 
and for organisation such as FACE which seek to support Ethiopia across a range of sectors. 
 

The news of an outbreak of conflict in Ethiopia, which hit our national headlines recently, will have alarmed 
many but in truth the tensions which have led to hostilities have been escalating and intensifying for some 
time. In essence the roots of the violent clashes in Ethiopia’s Northern region Tigray, stem from Abiy Ah-
med’s assumption of the premiership from the Tigrayan People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), the Old Guard and 
long time ruling party of Ethiopia’s federal structure.  Ethnic protests against the Tigrayan administration, 
principally led by the Oromo and Amhara peoples who complained of insufficient representation in govern-
ment and associated social and economic discrimination for their respective regions, escalated to such an 
extent that the TPLF backed down and a path to the premiership was opened up for Abiy Ahmed, a key 
spokesmen for the Oromo, who promised sweeping reforms and national democratic elections.  Tensions 
were flushed out into the open when the TPLF refused to join a Government of national unity in lieu of 
democratic elections and when the Prime Minister postponed the elections, reasoning that the Covid-19 
crisis made holding an election impossible, the TPLF interpreted this as a attempt to hold onto power ille-
gitimately.  Tensions were raised further when Tigray defiantly held its own elections, which the Govern-
ment decreed as illegal and imposed sanctions on the region.  Tigray in turn was provoked into an armed 
strike on a Government military base, which ignited the conflict.   
 

The fighting in the north has continued over the past week, bringing Ethiopia into the mainstream media for 
all the wrong reasons.  Some of the reports include tens of thousands of refugees fleeing western Tigray for 
Sudan; a massacre of civilians by TPLF fighters in a town in western Tigray, plus talk of shortages in the ma-
jor Tigrayan cities, since all roads in and out of the region are blocked – shortages of water, medicines and 
food.  Tigrayans fear the Government will use the conflict to crush Tigray (a key political opponent) and es-
tablish itself as the key political force going forward.   A peaceful settlement, between two entrenched and 
well-armed regimes seems impossible to comprehend with the current hostilities, but we must hope and 
pray a negotiated and reconciling agreement can be reached.   Otherwise a prolonged conflict will not only 
directly and indirectly impact many in Ethiopia, draining valuable development resources as they are used 
to fuel the conflict, but also ignite further ethnic tensions and skirmishes, which always have the potential 

to flare into serious unrest. The stability of the country is at stake 
and the wellbeing of Ethiopians citizens in the balance. 
 

FACE’s principle focus is, of course, the Anglican Church in Ethio-
pia and the Horn of Africa.  We seek to support the promotion of 
Christianity and the establishment of the kingdom of God in the 
region.  A key location of this work is the Gambela region which 
has seen significant church growth among the refugee communi-
ties from South Sudan.  Many Anglican churches have been es-
tablished in the Refugee camps and across the region, resourced 
and supported by St. Frumentius College in Gambella.  It’s a long 



way from the conflict but it was with sadness and concern that we 
heard reports of  heavy rains and floods in western Ethiopia's 
Gambella region, with reports of tens, if not hundreds of casual-
ties and many more displaced as a result of Bara River bursting its 
banks.  Government officials have responded by resettling resi-
dents in safe areas to protect them from more potential flooding 
and establishing a task force to relocate the displaced and to deliv-
er relief assistance to the affected people.  The Anglican Church in 
the region has also responded and mounted an appeal for funds 
to provide disaster relief to those impacted.  FACE has recently 
and urgently contributed significantly to this humanitarian need to 
help provide emergency aid to those impacted.   Heavy rains else-
where in Ethiopia have also caused landslides, resulting in further 
loss of life and destruction of livelihoods.   
 

Furthermore, huge swarms of locusts across the region have de-
stroyed crops and devastated the landscape, completely wiping 
out crops and eliminating harvest returns.  Famine and food short-
ages inevitably follow on from such an event and the current political climate makes a humanitarian re-
sponse to such a crisis challenging to say the least.  Covid-19 has not effected Ethiopia as severely as 
many countries, but it has still had an impact.  The direct death toll may not have been anything like what 
we have experienced in the Western World, but certainly the infection control measures put in place to 
control the pandemic have had a far reaching impact in terms of attenuating poverty for those with no 
means to generate income and support their families in the lockdown state.  Fortunately Ethiopia is now 
emerging from its Covid-19 restrictions and normal life resuming. 
 

The foreign policy stance of Ethiopia is no lesser a concern for the international community and support-
ers of FACE with a heart for the region.  Tensions with Egypt and Sudan have been high for some time, 
over the building of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, with its potential to restrict the flow of the 

Blue Nile and its water on which Sudan and Egypt de-
pend.  Negotiations have broken down again over the 
scheme, especially agreement over the agreed flow in 
times of drought in Egypt and a mechanism for resolving 
future disputes.  Ethiopia maintains its right to use the 
natural resource for power generation and water securi-
ty and has somewhat forged ahead with the scheme 
without proactively seeking agreement with those that 
also depend on the Nile.  Such disputes destabilise the 
region which inevitably has a knock on impact on the 
lives of ordinary Ethiopians. 

 

Our heart for Ethiopia, its peoples and the Church there, prompt us continually to pray for the nation and 
the expansion of the Kingdom of God in the region.  Not for many years has the situation been so serious 
and in need of prayer than the current circumstances.  Please do join us in praying for Ethiopia and the 
work of the Anglican church in the region.  
 

Please pray for effective humanitarian relief for all the peoples caught up in this terrible conflict as well as 
those suffering from the natural disasters.  Please expand your prayers to pray for Ethiopia as a whole, 
that it would hold together during this terrible time and that much wisdom would be imparted to Abiy 
Ahmed and the Federal Government leadership, as well as the TPLF leadership in Tigray and this time and 
that a way back to the negotiating table can be found and signed up to. 
 
Rev. Chris Haywood, Chair Designate 
 



Treasurer’s Report - how has your money been spent? 
 

We have seen a lot of changes of personnel both here and in Ethiopia since the start of the year, but we 
have looked to continue to support the important work of the church both at St. Matthew’s and in Gam-
bella. 
 

This year we have provided funds to the Anglican Church in 
Ethiopia to support the Samaritans Fund (£3,200), Clergy sala-
ries in the Gambella region (£18,000 – issued in instalments of 
£6,000 with the last one due in December) and relief for those 
suffering from flooding in the Gambella area (£3,800). 
 

In April a grant of £6,500 was issued to St. Matthew’s for gen-
eral running costs (£4,000) and for the Community Library 
(£2,500). In August a second grant was issued to cover general 
running costs (£3,000) and support for the Breakfast Club and 
Community Library (£1500). Lastly a grant of £5,000 has been 
made to cover the general running costs of St. Matthew’s until the end of the year.  The St. Matthew’s 
grants are all paid from their reserves to support them through a loss of income due to the Covid Crisis. 
 

At present we have approved support for two Mother’s Union projects in Gambella with £9,554 for the 
Eagle Project and £6,070 for a Literacy Project. 
 

In considering grant applications the Trustees are always mindful or the charity’s core aims of: 
 

• To advance the Christian religion in the Anglican episcopal area of the Horn of Africa (the "area"), by 
providing support to the Anglican Church in Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa. 

• In collaboration with the Anglican Church in Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa, to relieve poverty, 
suffering, financial hardship, distress and ill health among people living in the area, including refu-
gees and displaced people. 

 
Change is in the air 
 

As one of the parts of the world where the Church is growing very quickly, there are changes in the lead-
ership and structure of the province in which Ethiopia sits.  A new province of Alexandria has been creat-
ed, with Bishop Mouneer Anis becoming its first Archbishop.  New dioceses are being created within that 
province.  Gambella, currently under the episcopal leadership of Bishop Kuan, is to be a diocese in its own 
right.  This exciting development has prompted the building of the Good Shepherd Cathedral in Gambella 
town (see the early stages of building below).  It is hoped that a Bishop in Gambella will be announced 
quite soon.  The future shape of ministry of St. Frumentius College will then be decided.  
 

There is also a vacancy at St. Matthew’s church in Addis Ababa, with ministry there continued as much as 
possible, clearly curtailed to some degree by the Covid pandemic.  Worship has re-started in church build-
ings to some degree.   

 
See our next newsletter for more 
detail of these developments… and 
the finished cathedral. 
 
 
 

 

 



Windows in St. Matthew’s Addis Ababa 

Christmas tree in Gondar 

Please pray… 

• For the new developments in the Anglican 

Church in the area—for church leaders  and 

especially Archbishop Mouneer and Bishop 

Kuan. 

• For a new priest at St. Matthew’s. 

• For those affected by and re-building fol-

lowing the flooding. 

• For the political tensions in the whole coun-

try. 

• For encouragement for new church leaders 

and people as the church grows. 

• For those benefitting from grants made by 

FACE and others. 

• For wisdom for FACE trustees—and more 

trustees. 

• That the pandemic may not have a massive 

impact on the area and that a vaccine may 

be available to people there. 

 

And give thanks.. 

• For God’s provident care of His church in 

Ethiopia. 

• For a new cathedral in Gambella. 

• For the vibrancy of worship. 

Wishing all FACE supporters a blessed 

Christmas and a happy and healthy 2021 


